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Public Opinion Poll Results
Richland and Lexington County Survey

This memo summarizes the results from a recently completed survey of Richland and Lexington Counties and City of Columbia residents.  The University of South Carolina’s Institute for Public Service and Policy Research conducted 654 telephone interviews among a random sample of residents of the City of Columbia and Richland and Lexington counties (age 18 and older).  Data were collected between in November 2004.  The margin of error for the sample as a whole is plus or minus four percentage points at the 95% level of confidence.  For sub-groups of the population, the margin of error is higher.  All total numbers are rounded.


Results of the November 2004 survey indicate that there is strong support for a city ordinance that prohibits smoking in indoor workplaces and in indoor public places, including restaurants and bars.  Overwhelming majorities are concerned about the health risks associated with secondhand smoke, believe it is important that the air their family and friends breathe is smoke free, and would more likely patronize smoke free restaurants.
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Support for a Smoke Free Workplace Law

By over a three-to-one margin (78.6 percent to 21.5 percent), City of Columbia residents would support a passage of a Columbia City law that prohibits smoking in indoor workplaces and in indoor public places, including restaurants and attached bars.


Additionally, three-fourths of Columbia area residents said that making Columbia smoke free would be good for the City.  Women, residents of the City of Columbia, and those who do not currently smoke cigarettes were more likely to feel that making Columbia smoke free would be good for the City. 
Residents Believe that Secondhand Smoke is Dangerous

Residents of the area recognize that there are health risks associated with secondhand smoke.  When asked whether or not breathing secondhand smoke was dangerous to their health, 80 percent strongly agreed and another 15 percent agreed somewhat.  


Nine out of ten area residents feel that it is important that the air that they (93 percent) and their family and friends (96.5 percent) breathe is smoke free. 
Residents’ Likelihood of Patronizing a Smoke Free Restaurant


If a restaurant is smoke free, respondents are more likely to go there: 47 percent said they would be much more likely to go to a smoke free restaurant and 15 percent said somewhat more likely.  If restaurants in the City of Columbia were smoke free, 36 percent of respondents said they would eat at them more often.

Additionally, 24.5 percent of respondents said they would be more likely to go to bars if they were smoke free and 59 percent said it would make no difference.  Being smoke free would have the least effect on those who do not currently visit bars.  

If restaurants and bars in the City of Columbia were smoke free it does not appear that large numbers of people would go to a location outside the City in order to be able to smoke.  76 percent of respondents said it would be unlikely for them to go to a restaurant outside of the City.
Impact on Candidate Support


Finally, the survey shows that respondents would be more likely to vote for a City Council member who supported a law that prohibits smoking in indoor workplaces and indoor public places, including restaurants and attached bars.  More specifically, 51.6 percent of City of Columbia residents would be more likely to vote for such a Council member, just 11 percent said they would be less likely to do so.  Thirty-seven (37) percent of residents said that the candidate’s position would not impact their vote.
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Columbia residents favor a law prohibiting smoking in all workplaces





Would you support or oppose the passage of a Columbia City law that prohibits smoking in indoor workplaces and in indoor public places, including restaurants and attached bars?
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Columbia, SC


Survey of residents – November 2004


























If a Columbia City Council member supported a law that prohibits smoking in indoor workplaces and indoor public places, including restaurants and attached bars would you be much more likely, somewhat more likely, somewhat less likely or much less likely to vote for them, or would this not make a difference in your vote?








City of Columbia residents would vote for a candidate who supported a smoke free law
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